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cates  the  cause  and  suggests  the  remedy  of 
a century  of  persecution  in  Mexico. 

The  Mexican  people  have  been  robbed 
of  their  right  to  worship  God  and  train 
their  children  in  accordance  with  their 
conscience. 

The  author  is  pleased  to  dedicate  this 
pamphlet  to  the  day  when  tyranny  in  Mex- 
ico shall  be  ended  and  when  the  Mexican 
people,  who  love  their  God  and  their 
Church  and  their  country,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  live  in  peace  with  themselves  and 
with  all  humanity. 


Edward  Lodge  Curran. 
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/q^^EXICO  is  Catholic.  Her  churches 
and  shrines  are  impregnated  with 
the  suns  of  centuries.  Her  Virgin  of  Guade- 
lupe,  often  wrapped  in  the  smoke  of  battle, 
often  marred,  as  happened  recently,  by  the 
hands  of  the  blasphemer,  has  never  lost  her 
hold  upon  the  minds  and  imaginations  and 
hearts  and  souls  of  the  Mexican  people, 
who  honor  the  Virgin  because  she  is  the 
mother  of  Christ,  who  is  God.  No  persecu- 
tion of  the  past  one  hundred  years  has 
been  able  to  extinguish  the  indelible  char- 
acter of  the  faith  of  Christ,  left  as  an  eter- 
nal deposit  by  the  flowing  and  ebbing 
waters  of  Holy  Baptism.  Mexico  was  Cath- 
olic. Mexico  is  Catholic.  Mexico  shall  re- 
main Catholic,  if  we,  who  are  likewise 
Catholic,  shall  but  raise  our  voices  and  our 
prayers  in  her  defense. 

How  is  it  possible,  then,  for  a country 
so  predominantly  Catholic  to  be  persecuted 
and  scourged  by  the  godless  whip  of  a 
fanatical  minority?  How  is  it  possible  that 
for  the  past  one  hundred  years  the  Church 
has  been  an  exile  in  her  own  temples,  a 
prophet  without  repute  in  her  own  country, 
a thing  of  pity  and  pain  with  chains  of 
servitude  upon  her  feet  and  upon  her  head 
a crown  of  thorns?  Here  is  the  modern 
mystery  of  evil.  Here  is  the  insistent  para- 
dox that  must  be  cleared  up  in  justice  to 
the  Church  and  in  answer  to  those  who  are 
bewildered  by  the  tragedy. 
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The  Answer 

The  answer  lies  within  the  pages  of  this 
pamphlet.  It  is  a simple  answer  and  a 
logical  answer,  although  a tragic  answer. 
It  is  an  answer  based  on  facts  and  not  on 
fiction.  It  is  an  answer  that  absolves  the 
Church  of  every  blame.  It  is  an  answer 
that  our  fellow-Americans  must  accept  if 
they  are  sincere  in  their  protestations  of 
tolerance  and  good-fellowship  and  broth- 
erly love.  It  is  an  answer  that  proves  the 
following  point  indisputably.  Mexico  is 
still  Catholic  Mexico  in  soul  and  heart  and 
mind  and  substance.  Rebel  Mexico  is  a 
madness  and  a malady,  a disease  in  the 
brain  of  those  who  call  themselves  the 
National  Revolutionary  Party,  whose  re- 
gime has  been  a reign  of  terror.  For  the 
past  one  hundred  years  in  general  and  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years  in  particular 
Mexico  has  been  in  the  greedy  grasp  of  a 
military  and  tyrannical  minority.  Success- 
ful presidents  have  been  first  successful 
generals.  Bullets  and  not  ballots  have  con- 
trolled the  presidency. 

Tyraiamical  Minority 

Because  of  this  people  are  an  easy  prey 
to  tyranny  and  oppression.  Because  of  this 
any  military  minority  can  easily  gain  con- 
trol of  a country’s  power.  Brown  hands 
are  not  an  adequate  defense  against  gray 
bullets.  Naked  breasts  cannot  withstand  a 
bayonet’s  claw.  The  home  is  not  a garrison 
or  an  arsenal.  Beating  hearts  find  little 
chance  to  translate  their  murmurings  into 
legislation.  And  so,  for  one  hundred  years, 


the  hands  and  hearts  and  breasts  and  homes 
of  the  Mexican  people  have  been  at  the 
mercy  of  military  tyranny.  Their  country- 
side has  been  ravaged  by  brutal  soldiery. 
Their  right  to  worship  God  in  the  way  they 
wish  to  worship  Him  has  been  restricted 
and  obstructed  and  finally,  within  our  own 
generation,  torn  away  from  them.  Their 
right  to  control  the  training  of  their  chil- 
dren has  just  been  recently  denied  to  them. 
They  may  not  turn  their  children  over  to 
Christ.  They  must  turn  them  over  to  Calles. 
That  is  the  meaning  of  these  words  uttered 
by  General  Calles  in  a broadcast  from 
Guadalajara  on  July  19,  1934:  ‘‘We  must 
now  enter  and  take  possession  of  the  con- 
sciences of  the  children,  of  the  consciences 
of  the  young,  because  they  do  belong  and 
should  belong  to  the  Revolution.” 

The  following  facts  taken  from  the  vol- 
ume, “Revolution  and  Nationalism,”  of 
Trejo  Lerdo  de  Trejado,  are  more  eloquent 
than  the  most  impassioned  of  public  utter- 
ances and  the  most  agonizing  of  stifled 
cries:  “Of  the  seventy-two  governments  that 
have  brutally  assaulted  the  public  power 
since  independence,  fifty-five  have  been 
headed  by  military  men.  Of  these  seventy- 
two  only  twelve  have  had  legal  origin.  The 
rest  have  been  shameless  usurpations,  sav- 
age cuartelazos,  ignominies,  treason  during 
foreign  war — in  short,  a frightful  anarchy, 
a succession  of  crude  despotisms  ridicu- 
lously cloaked  in  the  toga  of  republican- 
ism.” One  and  only  one  judicial  condem- 
nation can  follow  such  a verdict.  The  pres- 
ent military  tyranny  in  Mexico  must  go.  It 
must  yield  to  the  rights  of  Mexicans  as 
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human  beings.  It  must  succumb  to  an  en- 
lightened and  charitable  public  opinion 
throughout  the  world. 

Unorganized  Majority 

The  very  fact  that  with  few  exceptions 
every  governmental  regime  in  Mexico  has 
been  the  misrule  or  tyranny  of  a minority, 
is  proof  of  the  fact  that  at  no  time  during 
the  past  century  has  the  Catholic  Church 
in  Mexico  indulged  in  politics  or  warfare. 
The  ninety  or  ninety-five  Catholic  per  cent 
of  the  total  Mexican  population  have  not 
been  organized  from  a political  or  military 
standpoint.  Had  the  Catholic  population 
of  Mexico  been  organized  into  a political 
party,  like  the  old  but  recently  dissolved 
Centre  Party  in  Germany,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  atheistic  control  of  the  Mexican 
government  would  have  been  far  less  in- 
frequent than  it  actually  has  been.  The 
Centre  Party  of  Germany  was  able  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  Catholics  against  the 
tyranny  of  Bismarck.  A Catholic  Party  in 
Mexico  would  have  been  able  to  protect  the 
rights  of  Catholics  against  a hundred  Calles 
and  their  offspring.  Had  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation of  Mexico  been  organized  into  mili- 
tary units,  fewer  Bishops,  priests  and  nuns 
would  have  been  exiled,  fewer  churches 
desecrated,  fewer  homes  abandoned,  fewer 
bodies  strung  along  the  telegraph  posts, 
fewer  breasts  ravaged  by  a firing  squad, 
fewer  rivers  of  blood  unleashed  like  ser- 
pents across  the  land. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Catholic 
population  of  Mexico  should  have  organ- 


ized  itself  into  military  units  or  into  a po- 
litical party.  We  do  mean  to  say  that  organ- 
ized minorities  are  only  able  to  triumph 
over  unorganized  majorities.  The  very  tri- 
umph of  an  organized  minority,  either  in 
the  halls  of  parliament  or  on  the  field  of 
battle,  is  due  to  the  non-organization  of  the 
majority  that  is  forced  to  yield  to  a minor- 
ity’s will. 

Peace!  Peace! 

It  is  not  only  the  rights  of  the  Church  as 
an  organization  that  are  at  stake  today.  The 
rights  of  humanity  likewise  hang  within  the 
balance.  The  Mexican  people  have  a great- 
er right  to  rise  against  their  oppressors 
than  the  Serbians  had  against  the  Austrians 
in  1914;  than  the  American  Colonies  had 
against  England  in  1776;  than  the  French 
nation  had  against  the  Bourbons  in  1789; 
than  the  Irish  had  against  England;  than 
the  Balkan  nations  had  against  the  Turks. 
Their  failure  to  exercise  that  right  for  a 
hundred  years  has  not  been  due  to  coward- 
ice. It  has  been  due  to  the  Christlike  con- 
trol that  the  Catholic  Church  has  been  able, 
at  terrific  odds,  to  exercise  in  their  regard. 

Today  the  backs  of  the  Mexican  people 
are  forced  against  the  wall.  They  cannot 
train  their  children  as  they  would.  They 
cannot  sing  their  hymns  in  public.  They 
cannot  speak  or  write  about  their  wrongs. 
They  cannot  protect  their  homes  from  the 
visits  and  degradations  of  a brutal  soldiery. 
They  cannot  possess  their  lands  in  peace. 
Peace,  Peace!  and  there  is  no  peace.  Peace, 
Peace!  and  there  will  be  no  peace  until  the 
rights  of  Mexicans  as  human  beings  have 
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been  restored  and  until  the  military  tyranny 
of  the  National  Revolutionary  Party  in 
Mexico  is  no  more. 


Ban  on  Priests 

The  history  of  Mexico  for  the  past  one 
hundred  years  justifies  every  statement  and 
every  conclusion  that  has  been  made  in  the 
preceding  pages.  In  the  first  place,  genera- 
tion after  generation,  and  law  by  law,  the 
Church’s  public  influence  on  the  life  of 
Mexico  has  been  taken  away  until  today 
she  is  denied  the  status  of  a legal  entity 
and  prevented  from  performing  such  func- 
tions as  are  purely  spiritual  and  religious. 
Thus,  in  the  year  1932,  autocratic  and  plu- 
tocratic (Calles  who  controls  the  destinies 
of  the  Mexican  government,  no  matter  who 
occupies  the  presidency,  caused  a law  to  be 
enacted  for  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico 
(corresponding  to  our  District  of  Columbia) 
which  reduced  the  number  of  priests  to  25 
for  1,300,000  Catholics.  Other  States  of 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  were  quick  to  fol- 
low his  example. 

Hence,  less  than  500  priests  are  permit- 
ted to  minister  to  14,000,000  Catholics  in 
Mexico.  No  priest  at  all  is  allowed  in  the 
state  of  Chiapas,  where  320,000  Catholics 
reside;  or  in  the  state  of  Sonora  where 
300,000  Catholics  reside;  or  in  the  state  of 
Vera  Cruz  where  1,000,000  Catholics  are 
robbed  of  the  rights  of  conscience  and  hu- 
manity. In  no  state  is  the  Church  allowed 
to  train  future  candidates  for  the  priest- 
hood, so  that,  even  while  we  write,  the 
number  of  five  hundred  priests  may  have 

[6] 


been  permanently  lessened  through  natural 
death  or  through  the  bloody  sword  of  per- 
secution which  respects  neither  sex  nor  age 
nor  home  nor  sanctuary  nor  sanctity.  For- 
bidden to  organize  or  direct  her  priests, 
who  in  turn  are  forbidden  to  even  instruct 
the  children  in  the  home,  the  Church  is  on 
the  verge  of  institutional  as  well  as  legal 
extinction  in  Mexico. 

Wiholesale  Mobbery 

Robbed  of  her  priesthood,  the  Church 
has  likewise  been  robbed  of  her  property 
and  possessions.  Like  Christ  she  is  to  have 
no  place  of  refuge,  not  even  a rock  whereon 
to  lay  her  weary  head.  Should  she  crave 
a place  of  repose,  she  will  be  given,  as  she 
has  been  given  so  often  during  the  past 
generation,  the  cross  beams  of  a bloody 
and  official  cross.  Should  she  crave  to  as- 
suage her  thirst  for  souls  she  will  be  given 
a sponge  filled  with  vinegar.  That  is  the 
policy  and  the  persecution  behind  the  in- 
structions of  the  Attorney  General,  Senor 
Fortes  Gil,  with  regard  to  the  nationaliza- 
tion of  church  property.  According  to  these 
official  instructions  all  property  which  has 
served  as  (a)  the  residence  of  a bishop  or 
priest;  (b)  a seminary;  (c)  an  asylum; 
(d)  a school  conducted  by  a religious  asso- 
ciation; (e)  a convent;  (f)  a place  of  wor- 
ship; (g)  and  all  objects  related  to  the  ad- 
ministration, propaganda  or  teaching  of  a 
religious  cult  must  be  absolutely  trans- 
ferred to  the  ownership  of  the  nation, 
whether  formerly  owned  by  religious  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  or  by  private 
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persons.  In  October  1934,  the  Mexican 
Supreme  Court,  as  slavishly  controlled  and 
manned  by  the  National  Revolutionary 
Party  as  the  Mexican  Legislature  or  the 
Governors  and  Legislatures  of  the  individ- 
ual Mexican  States,  upheld  the  rulings  of 
the  Attorney  General  in  a test  case  that  was 
subjected  to  its  unfair  and  unwise  and  un- 
holy and  ungodly  judicial  (?)  decision. 

Denial  of  MigMs 

The  Church,  at  present,  is  not  seeking 
favors.  She  is  asking  for  governmental  rec- 
ognition of  her  rights,  rights  that  accrue 
to  her  not  merely  because  her  Founder  is 
divine,  but  rights  that  accrue  to  her  as  an 
organization  with  visible  members  and  with 
the  obligation  of  spiritually  ministering  to 
those  members.  There  are  institutional  as 
well  as  individual  rights  possessed  by  hu- 
manity. Civilized  governments  must  recog- 
nize the  rights  of  individuals  united  in  an 
institution  as  well  as  the  rights  of  individ- 
uals isolated  in  their  own  separate  person- 
alities. Caught  and  strangled  in  the  tyran- 
nical clutch  of  the  National  Revolutionary 
Party,  the  Mexican  government  refuses  to 
recognize  the  institutional  rights  of  the 
Church  on  the  one  hand:  the  right  to  exist, 
the  right  to  hold  property,  the  right  to  train 
leaders,  the  right  to  propagate,  the  right 
to  serve;  and  the  rights  of  individuals:  the 
right  to  worship  God,  the  right  to  attend 
religious  worship,  the  right  to  educate  chil- 
dren according  to  their  Catholic  beliefs,  on 
the  other  hand. 
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Cliiristlike  Fortitude 

Again  and  again  throughout  the  past 
twenty  years  the  Church  has  appealed  to 
the  Mexican  government  to  recognize  the 
rights  of  humanity  and  the  rights  of  her 
own  spiritual  organization.  In  1914  seven 
Archbishops  and  six  Bishops  of  Mexico,  ex- 
iled in  Havana,  Cuba,  protested  against  the 
calumnies  of  their  enemies  and  outlined 
the  peaceful  course  of  the  Church  through 
all  the  varied  and  manifold  regimes  whose 
entrances  and  exits  have  been  marked  with 
blood  in  Mexico.  “Neither  we  nor  our 
priests,”  their  pastoral  letter  reads,  “have 
had  any  part  in  political  controversies.  We 
have  limited  ourselves  to  instructing  the 
faithful,  and  in  this  we  have  done  our  plain 
duty.” 

Again  in  1917,  when  the  Constitution  of 
Queretaro,  which  specifically  outlaws  reli- 
gion, was  foisted  upon  a religion  loving 
people  by  a military  tyranny,  the  Bishops 
of  Mexico  contented  themselves  with  the 
following  protest  and  remarks:  “We  have 
no  desire  to  raise  any  political  question. 
With  the  little  freedom  now  permitted  us, 
we  defend  the  religious  liberty  of  the  Chris- 
tian people  of  our  country  against  an  at- 
tack on  religion.  We  issue  this  statement  in 
the  simple  performance  of  the  duty  we  have 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  Church  and  the 
liberty  of  religion.” 

Catholic  Action 

Nine  years  later,  in  1926,  Plutarco  Elias 
Calles,  who  had  become  President  of  Mex- 
ico two  years  previous,  announced  that  the 
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anti-religious  provisions  of  the  constitution 
would  be  severely  enforced.  Here  was  an 
evident  and  impudent  challenge  to  the 
rights  of  humanity.  What  was  the  Church 
going  to  do  in  the  face  of  such  a challenge 
and  such  a prophecy?  Once  again  an  olive 
branch  of  peace  and  a whisper  of  hope  and 
a petition  for  sanity  was  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  a nation’s  tyrant  in  the  apostolic 
letter  addressed  to  the  Bishops  of  Mexico 
by  the  reigning  Pontiff,  Pope  Pius  XI,  him- 
self. The  call  of  the  Pope  was  a call  to 
Catholic  Action  and  not  to  political  or  mili- 
tary opposition.  “We  say  Catholic  Action,” 
so  the  papal  letter  reads,  “for  in  the  pres- 
ent conditions  it  is,  above  all,  necessary. 
Venerable  Brothers,  that  together  with  the 
whole  clergy  and  every  organization  of 
Catholics,  you  studiously  hold  yourselves 
entirely  aloof  from  every  kind  of  political 
party.  Therefore,  all  Catholics  of  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico  are  forbidden  as  such  to 
establish  any  political  party  under  the  name 
of  Catholic.” 

Subsequent  events  but  proved  how  futile 
it  is  to  bandy  words  with  a tyrant  and  how 
unsuccessful  it  is  to  reason  with  a perse- 
cutor. In  the  same  year.  President  Calles 
issued  the  enabling  decree  which  translated 
the  anti-religious  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution into  actuality.  The  legal  individu- 
ality of  the  Catholic  Church  and  of  every 
other  Church  was  swept  away.  The  Church 
was  forbidden  to  exercise  any  control  over 
her  clergy.  Religious  education  was  out- 
lawed and  the  number  of  priests,  as  has  al- 
ready been  illustrated,  fixed  and  limited 
for  a given  geographical  territory  by  the 
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Federal  Congress  and  the  governments  of 
the  individual  states. 

No  Mebellion  ' 

No  wonder  that  this  defiance  of  every 
overture  of  peace  aroused  the  Mexican  Bish- 
ops to  issue  another  pastoral  letter,  another 
declaration  of  independence  more  justified 
than  our  own  declaration  of  independence, 
which  proclaimed  that  “Further  concession 
by  us  is  not  possible.  It  would  be  criminal 
foi  us  to  tolerate  this  situation  any  longer. 
To  convert  into  crimes  by  laws,  acts  which 
by  God  are  commanded  and  ordained,  to 
impose  penalties  for  the  performance  of 
those  acts,  more  severe  than  those  imposed 
for  crimes  against  morality,  against  life, 
against  property  or  against  other  rights  of 
citizens,  is  the  unheard  of  outrage  com- 
mitted by  this  decree  against  divine  rights, 
against  natural  rights,  against  most  pre- 
cious and  sacred  interests  of  the  Mexican 
nation.” 

And  still  the  method  of  redress  is  to  be 
a peaceful  one.  “Before  God,”  so  the  Bish- 
ops continued,  “before  civilized  humanity, 
before  our  country  and  before  history,  we 
protest  against  this  decree.  With  the  help 
of  God  and  with  your  help.  Catholic  priests 
and  people  of  Mexico,  we  will  labor  to  have 
this  decree,  together  with  the  anti-religious 
articles  of  the  Constitution,  amended,  and 
we  will  not  stop  until  we  see  that  accom- 
plished. This  is  not  rebellion.  The  Con- 
stitution itself  points  the  way  to  its  own 
amendment.  Our  action  is  but  just  respect 
for  mandates  superior  over  any  human  law 
and  is  but  the  just  defence  of  human  rights.” 

[11] 


Claaiia  Gamg  Schools 

In  1932  the  Mexican  government  an- 
nounced that  religion  was  to  have  no  place 
in  its  scheme  of  education  whatsoever.  At 
first  sight,  the  educational  ideals  of  the 
Mexican  government  might  seem  but  a re- 
statement of  the  educational  policy  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  In  fact  and  in 
theory  there  is  no  identity  between  the  two. 
The  omission  of  religion  in  the  public  or 
state  schools  of  America  is  based  upon  the 
constitutional  separation  of  Church  and 
State.  The  first  amendment  to  that  consti- 
tution, however,  guarantees  absolute  free- 
dom of  religious  worship.  Private  schools, 
where  religion  is  taught  in  conjunction  with 
all  other  subjects  of  the  curriculum,  have 
a legal  identity  within  the  United  States  and 
a legal  protection  before  the  courts.  No 
religious  school  has  any  right  to  exist  in 
Mexico.  Priests  are  even  forbidden  to  in- 
struct children  in  their  homes.  The  very 
schools  established  and  recognized  in  Mex- 
ico are  bereft  of  liberty.  Mexican  schools 
are  to  teach  what  the  government  decrees 
shall  be  taught.  Teaching  in  Mexico  no 
longer  is  a private  profession.  It  is  a func- 
tion of  the  socialized  state.  Uncontrolled 
private  primary  schools,  even  where  reli- 
gion is  not  taught,  are  almost  at  the  end 
of  their  existence  in  Mexico. 

No  picture  of  the  death  struggle  between 
the  Church,  as  the  peaceful  defender  of 
humanity’s  rights  in  Mexico,  and  the  Na- 
tional Revolutionary  Party,  as  the  blood- 
thirsty enemy  and  atheistic  betrayer  of  a 
nation’s  inheritance  and  ideals,  would  be 
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complete  without  a rapid  survey  of  events 
in  Mexico  from  the  first  Revolutions  for 
independence  in  the  first  two  decades  of 
the  nineteenth  century  down  to  the  recent 
revolutions  for  pagan  absolutism  in  the 
second  and  third  decades  of  the  twentieth 
century.  Such  a survey,  swift  and  super- 
ficial as  it  may  have  to  be,  will  reveal  the 
sources  and  perhaps  indicate  the  cure  of 
the  present  persecution. 

ledependexice 

There  is  no  resemblance  whatsoever  be- 
tween the  twentieth  century  revolutions  of 
Carranza  and  Calles  and  Obregon  and  the 
first  revolutions  that  sprang  up  here  and 
there  in  Mexico,  from  1810  to  1821.  The 
early  Mexican  movements  for  independence 
were  directed  against  the  absolutism  of  the 
Spanish  power  abroad,  much  the  same  as 
the  Revolution  of  the  American  Colonies 
was  directed  against  the  absolutism  of  Eng- 
lish power  abroad.  The  first  rebels  merely 
wished  to  sever  all  connections  with  Spain. 
They  wished  to  set  up  an  independent  con- 
stitutional monarchy  in  Mexico.  They  were 
willing  to  receive  a member  of  the  Spanish 
royalty  as  their  sovereign.  Such  was  the 
agreement,  the  so-called  Plan  of  Iguala, 
entered  into  by  the  leader  of  the  rebel 
forces  and  by  the  royalist  general,  D.  Agus- 
tin  de  Iturbide,  who  had  realized  the  hope- 
lessness of  ever  overcoming  the  guerrilla 
warfare  of  the  insurgents.  Failure  of  the 
Spanish  government  to  ratify  the  agreement 
between  royalists  and  insurgents  moved 
Iturbide  to  declare  himself  an  emperor.  A 
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year  after  his  self-assumed  imperialism 
Iturbide  was  in  exile.  A year  later,  in  1824, 
the  abdicated  emperor  was  put  to  death. 

Forty  years  later  another  emperor,  the 
Austrian  Maximilian,  was  imposed  by  the 
armed  forces  of  Napoleon  upon  the  Mexi- 
can people.  With  that  exception  the  history 
of  Mexico  has  been  one  of  changing  presi- 
dents and  dictatorships.  Between  the  death 
of  Iturbide  and  the  advent  of  Maximilian 
the  political  life  of  Mexico  was  dominated 
by  General  Santa  Anna.  Due  to  internal 
revolutions  and  external  discord  between 
1824  and  1846,  Mexico  lost  Guatemala  and 
Texas.  War  with  the  United  States,  brought 
on  by  the  secession  of  Texas,  took  away 
from  Mexico  all  territory  situated  north  of 
the  Rio  Grande  as  well  as  the  modern  states 
of  California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

Intoleramce 

Despite  the  petty  encroachments  that 
were  made  from  time  to  time  by  one  Mexi- 
can President  after  another  upon  the  pre- 
vious rights  and  privileges  of  the  Church, 
it  was  not  until  the  year  1857,  and  the  in- 
famous constitution  promulgated  in  that 
year  by  President  Ignacio  Comonfort,  that 
the  military  tyranny  in  Mexico  formally 
and  constitutionally  declared  itself  the 
avowed  and  open  enemy  of  the  Church. 

The  constitution  of  1857,  the  so-called 
Reform  Laws  of  Benito  Juarez,  Comon- 
fort’s successor  in  the  presidency,  and  the 
constitutional  status  attached  to  many  of 
the  “Reform”  Laws  by  President  D.  Sebas- 
tian Lerdo  de  Tejada  in  1874  reveal  the 
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ultimate  source  of  all  present  day  persecu- 
tions. According  to  a law  of  July  12,  1859, 
the  foundation  or  erection  of  new  convents, 
confraternities,  or  congregations  was  pro- 
hibited as  was  the  wearing  of  the  religious 
garb  of  such  suppressed  orders.  All  the 
books  or  manuscripts,  paintings,  antiquities 
and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  afore- 
said prohibited  religious  organizations  were 
to  be  handed  over  to  museums,  lyceums, 
libraries  and  other  public  establishments. 

Legal  Bondage 

By  a law  of  February  5,  1861,  property 
administered  by  the  parish  clergy  or  by 
those  of  the  clergy  living  in  religious  com- 
munities, whether  taxes,  shares  or  stocks 
became  the  property  of  the  State.  Paro- 
chial and  episcopal  residences  and  the 
dwelling  houses  of  the  heads  of  religious  de- 
nominations were  handed  back  by  the 
government,  tax  free  as  long  as  they  should 
be  reserved  for  distinctly  religious  purposes. 
All  hospitals  and  charitable  institutions  un- 
der the  control  of  ecclesiastical  authority 
were  likewise  confiscated  and  condemned 
to  national  ownership. 

In  May,  1873,  every  religious  rite  or  dem- 
onstration outside  a church  building  was 
forbidden.  By  the  same  law  all  ministers 
of  religion  were  forbidden  to  wear  in  pub- 
lic any  special  dress  or  insignia  of  their 
sacred  calling. 

In  September,  1873,  religious  institutions 
were  forbidden  to  acquire  property  or  the 
revenue  derived  from  property. 

In  December,  1874,  all  legacies  made  in 
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favor  of  ministers  of  religion,  of  their  rela- 
tives to  the  fourth  degree  (third  cousins 
and  equivalent  relatives)  or  of  persons  liv- 
ing with  ministers  of  religion  when  the  lat- 
ter have  rendered  spiritual  aid  to  the  de- 
ceased or  have  been  their  spiritual  directors, 
were  declared  null  and  void. 

Every  fairminded  American  will  be  as- 
tounded by  this  constitutional  and  whole- 
sale robbery.  Real  property  or  real  estate 
is  condemned  by  the  courts  in  America  only 
when  such  property  is  necessary  for  the 
public  welfare,  when  its  condemnation  is 
directed  to  a specific  public  purpose,  such 
as  the  building  of  a roadway  or  the  estab- 
lishment of  a park,  upon  due  process  of 
law  in  open  court  and  upon  the  payment 
of  a just  compensation  for  the  property  so 
taken  for  public  purposes  from  private 
ownership.  The  government  of  Mexico, 
however,  was  actuated  by  no  such  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  Mere  religious  use  or 
ownership  was  suflBcient  to  rob  religious 
individuals  and  religious  organizations  of 
the  property  legitimately  owned  by  them 
through  gift  or  purchase  or  inheritance  and 
devoted  by  them  to  purposes  of  culture  and 
civilization  and  Christianity.  Few  modern 
governments  have  been  so  barefaced  in  their 
banditry. 

IBenevoleiat  IDespotism 

Only  the  thirty-year  rule  of  Porfirio  Diaz, 
the  benevolent  despot,  prevented  the  fore- 
going anti-religious  laws,  and  many  others 
which  space  prevents  us  from  including, 
from  being  specifically  and  savagely  en- 
forced. Diaz  was  intent  upon  building  up 
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his  own  absolutism.  Diaz  was  intent  upon 
opening  the  country  to  foreign  and,  in  par- 
ticular, to  American  investors.  Diaz,  there- 
fore, was  too  interested  in  the  economic 
revolution  of  Mexico,  adjusting  her  to  the 
wheels  of  modern  industry,  making  the 
capital,  Mexico  City,  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful in  the  world,  playing  the  part  of  his 
contemporary  Napoleon  the  Third  in 
France,  to  enforce  the  anti-religious  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  and  the  anti-reli- 
gious laws  passed  by  Benito  Juarez  and  his 
irreligious  successors. 

Economic  development  must  have  peace 
as  a cornerstone.  Foreign  investors  must 
be  assured  of  internal  stability.  Enforce- 
ment of  the  anti-religious  constitution  and 
statutory  laws  would  have  aroused  a uni- 
versal protest  on  the  part  of  the  Church 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  people. 
Profirio  Diaz  could  not  risk  such  a condi- 
tion of  affairs,  resulting,  as  it  possibly 
would  have,  in  the  appearance  of  other  dic- 
tators ready  to  side  with  the  cause  of  reli- 
gious liberty  and  justice,  as  military  tyrants 
so  often  do,  for  their  own  political  prestige 
and  success.  Therefore,  for  thirty  years  the 
anti-religious  legislation  of  Mexico  lay 
dormant. 

Mortgaged  Mexico 

Because  of  the  land  and  mineral  and  oil 
and  railway  and  light  and  power  and  bank- 
ing and  industrial  concessions,  subsidies, 
loans  and  guaranties  granted  to  foreign 
^capitalists,  and  in  particular  to  Americans, 
two-thirds  of  the  total  wealth  of  Mexico  had 
passed  into  foreign  hands  before  the  close 
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of  Porfirio  Diaz’  regime.  According  to  the 
figures  of  the  American  consul  at  Chihua- 
hua the  total  wealth  of  Mexico  was  $2,434,- 
241,422.  Of  this  Americans  owned  about 
one-half  or  $1,057,770,000;  the  English, 
$321,302,800;  the  French,  $143,466,000, 
and  all  other  foreigners,  $118,535,380. 
The  native  Mexicans  owned  at  most  a third 
or  $729,187,242. 

The  Catholic  Church  had  nothing  to  do 
with  this  mortgaging  of  Mexico  to  foreign- 
ers. The  overwhelming  majority  of  those 
to  whom  Diaz  granted  concessions  with  a 
willing  hand  and  for  the  private  profit  of 
himself  and  his  Cientificos,  or  “scientific” 
business  men,  were  not  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  did  nothing  to  ad- 
vance the  freedom  of  religious  liberty 
within  the  country.  The  tyranny  of  Porfirio 
Diaz,  however,  was  far  less  brutal  and  in- 
human than  the  tyrannies  of  Carranza  and 
Obregon  and  Calles  and  Portes  Gil  and 
Ortiz  Rubio  and  Abelardo  Rodriguez  and 
Lazaro  Cardenas,  the  present  President, 
who  have  succeeded  him.  The  Cientificos 
who  controlled  the  regime  of  Diaz  wei;e 
less  antagonistic  to  the  rights  of  the  Mexi- 
can people  than  the  National  Revolutionary 
Party  which  controls  the  godless  regime 
on  top  in  Mexico  today.  , 

Fagan  Despotism 

Under  Calles’  leadership  of  the  National 
Revolutionary  Party,  as  attested  to  by  the 
noble  and  exiled  Bishop  of  Huejutla,  “all 
of  the  liberties  have  disappeared,  excepting 
the  liberty  to  do  wrong.”  The  following 
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outrages  of  blood  have  been  quoted  from 
the  exiled  Bishop’s  volume  “New  Message 
to  the  Civilized  World,”  which  appeared 
in  its  English  translation  in  this  country 
in  the  year  1929  and  which  cannot  but 
touch  the  heart  of  every  human  being  who 
reads  its  glowing  pages. 

“The  liberty  of  adoring  the  true  God 
does  not  exist  even  in  the  most  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  the  home.  Frequently  the  minis- 
ters of  the  tyranny  force  an  entrance  into 
private  homes,  surprise  the  faithful  in  acts 
of  worship  and  leap  upon  them  as  if  they 
were  committing  the  most  atrocious  crimes. 
Just  a few  months  ago,  in  the  very  pious 
city  of  Leon,  Gto.,  a priest  was  assaulted 
with  bullets,  during  the  celebration  of  the 
Holy  Mass  in  his  private  dwelling. 

“In  San  Diego  de  Alejandria,  Jal.,  and 
in  the  house  of  the  Sanctuary  of  Our  Lady 
of  Guadalupe  there  lived  Sr.  Francisco 
Mena  with  his  numerous  family.  A poor 
Catholic  priest  took  refuge  in  that  place. 
The  minions  of  the  despotism  learned  of  it 
and  went  at  once  with  a great  display  of 
force  to  look  for  him.  The  priest  succeeded 
in  escaping,  and,  in  revenge,  the  soldiers 
assassinated  all  the  members  of  the  family, 
composed  of  four  men  and  five  women.” 

Slaughtering  the  Innocent 

The  slightest  opposition  is  crushed  with 
the  most  savage  ferocity.  Driven  by  their 
wrongs  to  a defense  of  righteousness,  as 
the  exiled  Bishop  tells  us,  although  unor- 
ganized and  unbidden  by  the  Church,  there 
“welled  up  from  the  bosom  of  the  great 
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social  masses  a movement  that  is  essentially 
a reccnquest  of  the  national  liberties  that 
have  been  mortally  wounded  by  the  ty- 
ranny.” In  1928  and  1929  these  defenders 
of  liberty  were  concentrated  in  the  central 
and  eastern  part  of  the  Republic,  with  the 
result  that  the  civil  population  of  those  re- 
gions was  subjected  to  the  most  shameless 
outrages  and  persecution.  “Cities,  villages, 
and  even  the  humblest  hamlets  tremble  with 
terror  at  the  passage  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
tyranny  who  rob,  assassinate,  outrage 
women,  and  scourge  defenseless  citizens  on 
the  unfounded  suspicion  that  they  are  lend- 
ing aid  to  the  soldiers  of  liberty  and  that 
they  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  cause  of 
crime.  A denunciation,  an  accusation,  or  a 
simple  suspicion  suffices  as  ground  for 
shooting  en  masse  a multitude  of  defense- 
less persons.” 

Thus,  “in  August,  1928,  the  so-called 
governor  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Saturnino 
Cedillo,  without  the  formality  of  a trial, 
and  solely  on  the  suspicion  that  they  were 
lending  aid  to  the  liberators,  arrested  and 
ordered  to  be  shot  seven  Catholics  of  this 
place,  who,  when  they  were  already  near 
the  place  of  execution,  insisted  on  their 
innocence.” 

And  again,  “during  the  last  days  of  the 
same  month  of  August  there  were  assassi- 
nated in  the  State  of  Queretaro  fourteen 
men,  the  majority  of  whom  were  peaceful 
farmers,  at  the  orders  of  one  J.  G.  Marquez, 
chief  of  the  barracks  of  this  place:  there 
was  no  legal  investigation  of  any  sort  as 
to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  victims.” 
This  is  not  an  account  of  Turkish  atrocities 
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in  Armenia,  or  British  atrocities  in  India, 
or  of  Bolshevik  atrocities  in  Russia.  This 
is  an  account  of  the  atrocities  of  a twenti- 
eth century  military  tyranny  in  Mexico. 

No  further  proof  need  be  given  of  the 
tyrannical  nature  of  the  present  godless  re- 
gime in  Mexico  than  the  following  state- 
ment with  which  the  Queretaro  Constitu- 
tion of  1917  begins:  “In  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  every  individual  shall  have  those 
rights  which  are  granted  to  him  by  this 
Constitution.”  No  other  constitution  in  the 
world  has  ever  been  so  brazen  in  its  ty- 
ranny. A constitution,  according  to  every 
civilized  definition,  is  supposed  to  be  a 
limitation  on  government,  a safeguard  and 
not  a source  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 
Constitutions  are  supposed  to  tell  the  gov- 
ernment how  far  it  may  go  without  infring- 
ing upon  the  fundamental  rights  of  human- 
ity. Not  so  in  Mexico.  Anything  can 
happen  in  a country  where  a written  con- 
stitution claims  to  be  more  sacred  than  the 
Bible,  and  more  sovereign  than  the  people 
or  than  God. 

Protest! 

Here  is  a condition  of  affairs  that  should 
demand  interference,  by  way  of  protest  at 
least,  on  the  part  of  the  League  of  Nations. 
Here  is  a condition  against  which  every  de- 
cent citizen  in  the  United  States  and  every 
religion.  Catholic,  Protestant  or  Jewish, 
should  protest.  Here  is  a condition  against 
which  every  liberal  throughout  the  world 
should  raise  his  voice,  if  the  voice  of  lib- 
eralism be  enlightened  by  Christian  princi- 
ples and  sincere.  Here  is  a condition 
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against  which  every  Catholic  throughout 
the  world  must  raise  his  voice  in  an  end- 
less petition  of  prayer.  Mexican  Catholics 
are  united  with  American  Catholics  and 
with  Catholics  everywhere  in  a unity  of 
faith  and  morality  and  sacrament  and  spir- 
itual authority.  Mexican  Catholics  are  a 
great  and  noble  and  gracious  part  of  the 
mystical  body  of  Christ.  The  whole  body 
must  be  interested  and  alarmed  when  a 
part  of  the  body  is  persecuted  and  poi- 
soned. In  justice  to  the  Church  and  in 
defense  of  the  rights  of  humanity  these 
facts  must  be  placed  before  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  civilization  everywhere. 


An  Old  Deal 

It  has  been  said,  and  only  recently  so 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  can  do  nothing  officially  to  remove 
or  lessen  or  even  notice  the  persecution  of 
humanity  in  Mexico.  Since  when  has  the 
United  States  been  so  forgetful  of  the  rights 
of  humanity  that  it  cannot,  through  diplo- 
matic channels,  protest  against  this  tyranny 
and  persecution.  The  United  States  was 
not  so  delicate  and  bashful  in  the  case  of 
Cuba  during  Spanish  rule  prior  to  the 
Spanish- American  War.  The  United  States 
was  not  so  delicate  and  bashful  in  the  case 
of  China  immediately  after  the  Spanish- 
American  War.  When  an  association  of 
Chinese  in  their  own  country,  known  as  the 
“Boxers,”  gained  control  of  the  country 
around  Peking  in  1900,  and  cut  off  the  for- 
eign legations  and  murdered  the  German 
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minister,  and  forced  the  remaining  foreign 
diplomats  to  take  refuge  in  the  British  le- 
gation, five  thousand  American  troops  were 
rushed  to  rescue  the  legations  at  Peking 
and  to  punish  China  for  the  Boxer  Rebel- 
lion. The  United  States  was  not  so  delicate 
and  bashful  when  in  1916  American  ma- 
rines were  landed  in  Haiti  and  a military 
government  proclaimed. 

Nor  has  the  United  States  always  been  so 
delicate  and  bashful  in  her  dealings  with 
Mexico  herself.  The  tiniest  school  boy 
knows  that  it  was  Woodrow  Wilson  who 
interfered  in  the  struggle  between  Victori- 
ano  Huerta,  accused  of  the  murder  of  Fran- 
cisco Madero  who  had  overthrown  Porfirio 
Diaz,  and  Venustiano  Carranza,  whose 
supporters  later  gave  to  Mexico  the  iniqui- 
tous constitution  of  1917.  By  forbidding 
the  shipment  of  arms  to  one  rebel  general 
and  by  permitting  the  shipment  of  arms  to 
another  rebel  general  the  United  States  has 
interfered  in  the  internal  policies  of  Mex- 
ico again  and  again  during  the  past  twenty- 
five  years. 

It  is  unhistorical  then  for  any  member 
of  the  present  government  in  Washington 
to  hold  up  hands  in  holy  horror  when  lov- 
ers of  humanity  propose  that  an  official  or 
an  unofficial  protest  be  sent  to  the  Mexican 
government  against  the  latter’s  brutal  ty- 
ranny and  disregard  of  the  spiritual  and 
educational  and  human  rightsv  of  the  Mexi- 
can people.  The  American  government  has 
always  been  quick  to  interfere  for  the  sake 
of  American  business.  The  American  gov- 
ernment should  be  ready  to  interfere,  un- 
officially and  diplomatically  at  least,  for 

[23] 


the  sake  of  liberty  and  humanity.  Money 
has  been  spent,  special  ambassadors  picked, 
arms  have  been  shipped,  troops  have  been 
embarked,  ultimatums  delivered,  official 
and  unofficial  pressure  exerted,  for  the  sake 
of  material  gain  in  Mexico.  Yet  the  gov- 
ernment, according  to  Secretary  of  State 
Cordell  Hull,  must  now  be  silent  in  the 
face  of  a denial  of  human  rights  by  a mili- 
tary tyranny  whose  bloody  deeds  against 
the  rights  of  humanity  make  the  deeds  of 
Huerta  and  Carranza  pale  into  lily-white 
insignificance  by  comparison. 

A New  Deal 

Confident  in  our  rights  as  citizens,  de- 
voted and  loyal  to  our  government  in  peace 
and  war,  and  courageous  in  our  conviction 
that  no  military  tyranny  should  be  allowed 
to  destroy  the  rights  of  humanity  in  Mexico 
or  anywhere  throughout  the  world,  we  de- 
mand a New  Deal  for  Mexico.  For  the  sake 
of  clarity  and  brevity  we  summarize  the 
points  of  the  New  Deal  we  demand  for 
Mexico  as  follows: 

1.  Should  the  Mexican  people,  robbed 
of  their  churches,  of  their  schools,  of  their 
hospitals,  of  their  right  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  religion  and  assemblage  and  the 
press,  arise,  as  all  outraged  people  must 
sometime  arise,  to  remove  the  military  mi- 
nority of  the  National  Revolutionary  Party 
from  their  midst,  we  demand  that  the 
United  States  government  remain  neutral 
in  the  struggle.  Justice  demands  either  that 
no  arms  and  ammunition  be  allowed  to  en- 
ter Mexico  or  that  arms  and  ammunition 
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be  freely  shipped  to  the  majority  who  are 
defending  the  rights  of  humanity  as  well 
as  to  the  minority  who  control  and  destroy 
the  country  by  military  despotism. 

2.  Justice  demands  that  an  American 
Ambassador  be  sent  to  Mexico  who  knows 
the  history  of  Mexico  and  who  will  not,  by 
word  or  deed  or  silence,  create  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  in  sympathy  with  savagery. 

3.  Justice  demands  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  call  upon  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  human- 
ity, against  the  crucifixion  of  humanity  that 
takes  place  on  a thousand  hills  and  in  a 
thousand  valleys  throughout  the  Mexican 
countryside  today. 

4.  Justice  demands  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  use  its  diplomatic  in- 
fluence to  the  end  that  the  anti-religious 
laws  and  the  anti-religious  provisions  of 
the  Mexican  constitution  be  permitted  to 
lapse.  We  do  not  want  our  beloved  gov- 
ernment to  go  to  war.  We  merely  want 
our  beloved  government  to  speak. 

5.  Justice  demands  that  the  press  in 
America  give  adequate  space  to  the  pres- 
entation of  the  rights  of  humanity  in  Mex- 
ico and  to  the  constant  daily  violation  of 
those  rights  by  the  brutal  soldiery  of  Calles 
and  his  minority.  Silence  in  a press  that 
roared  its  denunciation  of  Spain  in  Cuba 
and  of  Germany  in  Belgium  and  of  the  Box- 
ers in  China,  is  the  mark  of  editorial  cow- 
ardice. 
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Daily  Prayer 

The  rest  lies  with  us  and  with  God.  Every 
American  Catholic  should  utter  a daily 
prayer  that  the  Mexican  government  will 
repeal  its  godlessness  and  inhumanity  or 
that  our  fellow  brethren  in  Mexico  may  be 
strengthened  in  resignation  or  stirred  to 
successful  opposition.  We  call  upon  all 
non-Catholics  in  America  to  join  us  in  that 
prayer.  We  urge  the  poor  and  the  perse- 
cuted people  of  Mexico  to  maintain  their 
faith  in  God  and  to  join  with  us  in  prayer 
and  sacrifice  for  the  speedy  return  of 
Christ’s  spiritual  kingdom. 

Mexican  Catholics  have  remained  true  to 
the  Faith  of  Christ  and  to  the  traditions  of 
their  country.  In  spite  of  bloodshed  and 
exile  Mexican  priests  and  bishops  have  re- 
mained at  their  posts,  ready  to  suffer  and 
to  die  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  humanity. 
The  Church  cannot  be  blamed  in  any  way 
for  the  present  godless,  inhuman  and  un- 
utterable conditions  in  Mexico  today. 

Our  government  has  antagonized  the 
Mexican  people  in  the  past  because  of  its 
materialistic  interference  in  their  affairs. 
Now  is  the  time  to  win  back  their  love  and 
respect  and  gratitude.  Our  relations  with 
those  beyond  the  Rio  Grande  can  be  as 
peaceful  and  as  mutually  beneficial  as  are 
our  relations  with  those  beyond  the  Saint 
Lawrence  and  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  thou- 
sand miles  of  unguarded  border,  if  we  but 
recognize  and  proclaim  to  all  the  world  the 
following  verdict,  in  the  case  of  the  Mexi- 
can people  against  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment: 
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The  Verdict 

The  wrongs  of  Mexico  are  born  of  the 
Constitution  of  1917  and  the  passage  of 
laws  against  freedom  of  conscience,  of  wor- 
ship, of  speech,  of  writing,  of  assemblage 
and  the  bloody  execution  of  those  laws  by 
a political  and  military  minority  known  as 
the  National  Revolutionary  Party. 

Therefore  that  constitution  must  be  re- 
vised; those  laws  must  be  repealed;  and 
that  party  must  go! 
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BRIEF  fflSTORICAL  OUTLINE 

1810-1857 

1810-  Beginning  of  Revolutions  for  separation 
from  Spain. 

1812-  Spanish  Constitution  of  1812  grants  free- 
dom to  Mexico  under  hereditary  monarchy. 

1813- 1819  Withdrawal  of  Spanish  Constitution 
causes  further  revolutions  for  independence. 

1822-1823  Augustin  de  Iturbide,  Emperor. 

1824-1832  New  Constitution.  Mexican  Republic 
established  with  Mexican  Congress,  Judiciary 
and  President.  Royalists  vs.  so-called  Liberals. 

1833-  Triumph  of  Liberals.  Church  schools  sup- 
pressed. Ecclesiastical  appointments  controlled 
by  Congress.  Collection  of  Church  tithes  pro- 
hibited. 

1836-1845  Texas  secedes  from  Mexico  and  be- 
comes a part  of  the  United  States. 

1846-1848  War  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States.  Mexico  loses  California,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  and  ultimately  all  land  North  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  Mexico  reduced  one-half  in  size. 

1855-1856  Jesuits  suppressed.  Church  prohibited 
from  holding  any  Real  Estate  not  actually  used 
for  religious  worship. 

1857-  Promulgation  of  New  Federal  Constitution. 
Prohibition  against  Church  tenure  of  land  incor- 
porated in  Constitution. 

1857-1876 

1859-  Under  “Reform”  laws  Church  property  is 
confiscated  without  compensation.  Thus  the 
Augustinian  Church  and  Convent  seized  by  the 
government  and  converted  into  the  National 
Library. 

1861-  Benito  Juarez,  leader  of  Liberals,  becomes 
President.  Congress  votes  to  suspend  payment 
of'  interest  on  external  national  debt.  Protest 
and  threat  of  intervention  by  Spain,  France  and 
England.  France  reveals  imperialistic  motives. 
England  and  Spain  withdraw. 
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1863-1864  French  Army  takes  Mexico  City.  Maxi- 
milian of  Austria  becomes  Emperor  of  Mexico. 
Supported  by  Napoleon. 

1865-1867  At  the  end  of  American  Civil  War  the 
United  States  demands  withdrawal  of  French 
Army.  Juarez  supplied  with  men,  munitions  and 
money  from  the  United  States.  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico re-established  by  Juarez.  Juarez  elected  Pres- 
ident. 

1872-  Death  of  Juarez.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  succeeds 
to  the  presidency. 

1874-  Anti-religious  “Reform”  laws  incorporated 
in  the  Constitution. 

1876-1910 

1876-1880  First  presidency  of  Porfirio  Diaz.  Re- 
volts crushed. 

1880-1884  Manuel  Gonzalez  succeeds  Diaz  as 
President. 

1884-1911  Presidential  dictatorship  of  Porfirio 
Diaz.  Anti-religious  provisions  not  enforced  but 
not  repealed.  Country  developed  economically. 
Foreign  investors  welcomed. 

1906-  Diaz  banishes  syndicalists  from  Mexico, 
who  organize  “Liberal  Party  of  Mexico”  in  the 
United  States. 

1906-1910  Revolutions  continue  in  Mexico.  Por- 
firio resigns  and  goes  to  Paris. 

1910-1917 

1911-  Francisco  Madero,  one  of  the  revolution- 
ists, succeeds  Diaz. 

1913-  Assassination  of  Madero.  Victoriano  Huerta 
assumes  the  presidency.  Venustiano  Carranza 
revolts  against  Huerta. 

1914-  Woodrow  Wilson  announces  American  sup- 
port and  endorsement  of  Carranza.  Huerta  leaves 
Mexico. 

1915-  Carranza’s  dictatorship  supported  by  Gen- 
eral Obregon  and  his  “Red  Army  of  Mexico,” 
organized  by  the  syndicalists. 
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1917-  Constitution  of  Queretaro  denies  all  rights 
of  Mexicans  save  those  given  to  the  people  by 
the  Constitution.  Legal  existence  of  the  Church 
entirely  destroyed.  Protest  of  Mexican  Archbish- 
ops and  Bishops  approved  by  Pope  Benedict  XV. 

1917-1934 

1918-  Flight  and  assassination  of  Carranza. 

1920-  Obregon  becomes  President  of  Mexico. 

1923-  Apostolic  Delegate,  the  Most  Reverend 
Ernesto  Filippi,  expelled  by  President  Obregon, 
for  conducting  public  religious  services  in  vio- 
lation of  the  law. 

1924- 1928  Plutarco  Elias  Calles  becomes  Presi- 
dent. Allies  himself  with  the  anti-religious  Re- 
gional Confederation  of  Mexican  Workers  (the 
C.R.O.M.).  Calles  calls  for  severe  enforcement 
of  anti-religious  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
Calles  denies  freedom  of  the  press  to  any  re- 
ligious group  and  liberty  of  education  to  gov- 
ernment-controlled primary  schools.  Number  of 
priests  permitted  in  any  given  area  arbitrarily 
and  severely  limited.  Protest  of  Mexican  Hier- 
archy followed  by  spiritual  interdict. 

1928-1929  Obregon  assassinated.  Emilio  Portes 
Gil,  temporary  President.  Conferences  held  be- 
tween representatives  of  Church  and  government 
oflBcials.  Some  compromise  arrived  at.  Spiritual 
interdict  lifted.  Pascual  Ortiz  Rubio  elected 
President. 

1932-1934  Calles  renews  religious  warfare.  AU 
religious  instruction  absolutely  prohibited.  Ortiz 
Rubio  resigns.  Abelardo  Rodriguez  appointed 
provisional  President.  Lazaro  Cardenas  later 
elected  President.  “Six-Year  Plan”  of  National 
Revolutionary  Party  places  all  education  on  a 
socialistic  basis  in  complete  control  of  the  State. 
Attorney-General  approves  nationalization  of  all 
Church  property.  Calles  declares  that  the  con- 
sciences of  the  young  belong  to  the  Revolution. 
Persecution  of  Church  continues.  Freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  denied.  Rights  of 
humanity  totally  ignored. 
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